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having disintegrated through the action of the ele-
ments;  in  countless   other  cases   the  material has
been removed and used for other purposes by the
Peruvians.     Also,   throughout   this   entire   district
there are innumerable cemeteries of vast extent con-
taining millions of graves.   The necropolis at Ancon
near Lima is world-famed; between ILima and Cal*
laos   near   Miraflores?    are   numbers   of   immense
burial-mounds containing hundreds of thousands of
bodies buried in small, cell-like tombs of adobe bricks.
At Pueblo Vie jo, Punta Piedras, Chancay, Lambay-
eque, Pimentel, Paramonga and, in fact at or near
every settlement on the entire coastal plain, there are
extensive cemeteries.
No one can positively say who the people were who
dwelt in these ancient cities, cultivated the valleys,
and buried their dead in the mounds  and graves.
That they must have occupied the territory for ages
and must have been very numerous is obvious from
the number of burials and their stratification.   That
they must have been a highly cultured and industri-
ous race is proved by their arts, industries and engi-
neering feats.    Water was carried by  canals  and
aqueducts for hundreds of miles to irrigate the fields;
bridges   and   roads   were   constructed,   stupendous
mounds and edifices were erected.    They were ex-
perts in the ceramic arts, wove marvelous textiles,
worked metal to some extent, and evidently had a
complex and highly developed  social organization.
Possibly they far antedated the Incas and even the
Chimus; perhaps they were civilized by the earlier
Incas.   But it is obvious that they were of several
races   or  tribes,   and  to   some   extent   adhered  to